Aetat. CO.]
Johnsons laxity of talk.
He would not admit the importance of the question concerning the legality of general warrants1. 'Such a power,' (he observed,) ' must be vested in every government, to answer particular cases of necessity; and there can be no just complaint but when it is abused, for which those who administer government must be answerable. It is a matter of such indifference, a matter about which the people care so very little, that were a man to be sent over Britain to offer them an exemption from it at a halfpenny a piece, very few would purchase it.' This was a specimen of that laxity of talking, which I have heard him fairly acknowledgea; for, surely, while the power of granting general warrants was supposed to be legal, and the apprehension of them hung over our heads, we did not possess that security of freedom, congenial to our happy constitution, and which, by the intrepid exertions of Mr. Wilkes, has been happily established.
He said, ' The duration of Parliament, whether for seven years or the life of the King, appears to me so immaterial, that I would not give half a crown to turn the scale one way or the other3. The habeas corpus is the single advantage which our government has over that of other countries.'
On the 30th of September we dined together at the Mitre. I attempted to argue for the superior happiness of the savage life, upon the usual fanciful topicks. JOHNSON. 'Sir, there can be nothing more false. The savages have no bodily advantages beyond those of civilised men. They
grammatical correctness.'    Even in his later letters I have noticed Scotticisms.
1 In 1763 Wilkcs, as author of The North Hn'fon, No. 45, had been arrested on 'a general warrant directed to four messengers to take up any persons without naming or describing them with any certainty, and to bring them, together with their papers.' Such a warrant as this Chief Justice Pratt (Lord Camden) declared to be ' unconstitutional, illegal, and absolutely void.' Ann. AV^-. vi. 145.
a Sec Hoswell's Hebrides, Oct. 24, 1773.
a In the Spring of this year, at a meeting of the electors of South-wark,' instructions ' had been presented to Mr. Thralc and his brother-member, of which the twelfth was:—-'That you promote a bill for shortening the duration of Parliaments.' Gent. Mag. xxxix. 162.
haveding it' he kept,' he saji watchful eye all along over the style,' so that he might point out Scotticisms.   Ib. ii. 154.    Nevertheless, as Dugald Stewart says ir Life of Robertson (p. 214),' Hume fails frequently both in purityalpole writes :—' Paoli's character had been so advantageously exaggerated by Mr. Bos-well's enthusiastic and entertaining account of him, that the Opposi-II-C                                                                             thisessso well able to do when the iuiui.it want came; in consequence of which method, he had a ttu^idnutilr supply of necessary articles lying by him, be-*uir what w;i* i$t u-ir,
